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REVIEWS. 

The Chief Periods of European History. By Edward A. 
Freeman, M.A., hon. D.C.L. and LL.D. London, Macmillan & Co., 
1886. 

Professor Freeman publishes six lectures delivered during the year 
1885 at the University of Oxford, and adds to them an essay on " Greek 
Cities under Roman Rule," which is reprinted from the Contemporary 
Review. This is the second course by Dr. Freeman which has appeared 
since his appointment to the Regius Professorship. 

The first of these lectures treat of " Europe before the Roman Power " ; 
that is, of Europe between the first olympiad and the Teutonic invasion 
of Gaul. According to the author, the periods of European history may 
be classified with reference to Rome. " We have Europe before the 
headship of Rome arose ; we have Europe under the headship of Rome, 
even if that headship was sometimes disputed and divided. Lastly, we 
have Europe since the headship of Rome has altogether passed away." 
(Page 4.) The six lectures deal with these three periods. 

In connection with the advance of European history, there has always 
been what Dr. Freeman calls the " Eternal Eastern Question." This is 
" the undying question between the civilization of the West and the bar- 
barism of the East." The views of the author on this question are too 
well known to require extended notice here. But his attention is espe- 
cially turned to the influence of Greece as a formative power in the 
Roman world which was to arise. This influence he regards, however, 
as indirect rather than direct. " The decree had gone forth that Greece 
in her new guise was to leaven the East, was for a while to rule over the 
East, but that in the West the political power of the Greek race was to die 
out, that even its intellectual influence was to be indirect, — an influence 
which had to accept Roman masters and disciples as its instruments." 
(Page 34.) The rising power of Rome is next described in Dr. Free- 
man's accustomed vivid and thorough way. The significance of the 
Roman supremacy is suggested where he speaks of the conquest of the 
North. " It was one stage towards that wedding of Gothia and Romania, 
the offspring of which is the world in which we live." (Page 71.) 

The lecture which especially invites attention is the last, in which the 
author discusses the subject of the " World Romeless." In the preced- 
ing lectures he has shown that Rome, having become supreme in the 
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West, " burst suddenly into the midst of another political system, a sys- 
tem of kingdoms and commonwealths, which was in many points a 
forestalling of the political system of the world in which we now live." 
(Page 176.) With the decline of Roman supremacy, the nations of 
Europe have acquired an independence of one another like the inde- 
pendence of cities and kingdoms at an earlier day. " The best witness 
to this fact is to be found in the acknowledged importance and the con- 
fessed difficulty of the doctrine of International Law." The comparison 
drawn between the Europe of ancient and of modern times is of great 
interest, although in some instances it seems to us rather forced. Dr. 
Freeman concludes that the latest times are in truth a return to the 
earliest times, with this difference, that nations have taken the place of 
cities. (Page 183.) 

It may be well to add that in the closing words of his course, the stu- 
dents are invited to read the author's " Lectures to American Audiences." 
Professor Freeman's spoken discourses seem to be no better attended at 
Oxford than they were on Fifth Avenue ; possibly for different reasons, 
for in his valedictory he says : " And so I bid you farewell for a few 
months, finding fault with you in nothing, except that, like most Profes- 
sors, I wish there were more of you. But one therefore feels all the 
more kindly to the elect, the faithful, the little band that watched with 
Alfred, the stout hearts that lapped with Gideon, even though they be 
far from reaching the full tale of three hundred." (Page 206.) Mr. 
Arnold's " remnant " was apparently there. 

Archibald Alexander. 

Histoire de la science politique dans ses rapports avec la morale. 
Par Paul Janet, membre de l'lnstitut, professeur a Faculty des Let- 
tres de Paris. 3™ Edition. 2 tomes. Paris, 1887. 

There are few good books in any language which give a history of 
political science. This is one of the few. Of political histories, that 
is, histories of political institutions, there are many ; but it is difficult to 
find a consecutive account of the theories themselves, independent of 
political events. Germany and Italy are the only countries where much 
work has heretofore been done in this department, and the few Italian 
works have been marked by prejudice and superficial learning. 

In France, M. Janet has, so far as we know, but one predecessor in 
this field of inquiry. This predecessor is Lerminier, whose work was 
finished in 183 1 and was only a general introduction to the subject. In 
English there is no work of the kind, although there are histories of law 
and of philosophy. 

In the new edition of his work, M. Janet treats of the latest as well as 



